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QUESTIONS  ABOUT  SOME  PROVISIONS  OF 
UNITED  STATES  STATUTES. 

Dear  Sir  : 

Observation  at  the  Capitol  and  contact  with  men  from  all  sections 
must  impress  everyone  with  the  sincerity  and  earnestness  of  those  who 
have  come  together  here,  representing  all  shades  of  thought  in  the 
different  sections.  The  people  of  the  East  can  rest  assured  that  the 
silver  men  of  the  West  and  South  are  as  truly  acting  from  convdction 
as  the  anti-silver  men.  The  time  now  being  spent  by  the  House 
in  reflection,  comparison  of  views,  and  speech-making,  is  well  spent. 
The  violent  disturbances  with  which  the  country  is  affected  were 
reflected  in  memliers  on  their  arrival.  It  would  have  been  inexpedient 
and  harmful  to  crowd  through  repeal  more  quickly,  however  hard  the 
delay  may  seem  to  the  country.  The  House,  it  seems  well  assured, 
may  be  looked  to  with  confidence  to  satisfy  the  popular  demand. 

In  the  Senate  the  majority  from  both  parties,  in  favor  of  repeal  is 
equally  unquestioned.  And  there  would  seem  to  be  no  reason  why  the 
period  of  delay  taken  by  the  House  should  be  either  duplicated  or 
extended,  for  every  man’s  mind  is  made  up.  The  silver  men  proper, 
who  represent  constituents  that  really  want  silver  money  to  pay  their 
debts  in,  do  not  stand  in  the  way  of  repeal  ; the  silver  producers  of  the 
Senate  are  the  vitality  of  the  opposition,  and  they  use  the  sincere  but 
mistaken  desire  of  the  South  and  West,  as  their  ass  of  burden.  The 
only  indications  or  threats  of  filibu-stering  or  obstruction,  have  come 
from  the  silver  producer  interests. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  useful  to  direct  attention  to  Section 
5500  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  which  is  as  follows  : 

“ Any  member  of  either  House  of  Congress  who  a.sks,  accepts  or 
receives  any  money,  or  any  promise,  contract,  undertaking,  obligation, 
gratuity,  or  security  for  the  payment  of  money,  or  for  the  delivery  or 
conveyance  of  anything  of  value,  either  before  or  after  he  has  been 
qualified,  or  has  taken  his  seat  as  such  member,  with  intent  to  have 
his  vote  or  decision  on  any  question,  matter,  cause,  or  proceeding  which 
may  be  at  any  time  pending  in  either  House,  or  before  any  committee 
thereof,  influenced  thereby,  shall  be  puni.shed  by  a fine  not  more  than 
three  times  the  amount  a.sked,  accepted,  or  received,  and  by  impri.son- 
ment  not  more  than  three  years.” 


